
Texas High School Lacrosse League

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

November, 2, 2009

In Attendance: 
Jay, Ray, Joe, Patty, Ed, Bill, Nancy, Al, Rick

Absent:

Mike, Chris

Meeting commenced at 7:02 p.m.

San Antonio DII/DIII Coordinator, Steve Cote
Bill gave the board some background information on Steve who has been with Reagan Lacrosse from the beginning and is currently serving on the Reagan Board. Steve is also a member of Bexar County Lacrosse Association and has a senior son playing lacrosse. Bill spoke highly of Steve and his knowledge and accomplishments. Bill is leaving the board after 4 years as coordinator to attend to family obligations. Bill will continue to work on several THSLL issues including the training of new officials and fund raising issues for financial disadvantaged lacrosse teams in the area. Bill made a motion to accept the nomination of Steve Cote. Joe seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.


Rulebook 8.0 Vote
Forty-Nine responses have been received so far. Thirty-Nine votes are in favor of the proposal; 51% approval is needed o pass the rule change. It was decided to give a few more days for teams to weigh in on the matter. Nancy will sent a reminder to member teams.


Waiver Requests
Woodlands DI team has submitted 5 waiver requests for players with transportation/hardship issues. Three players attend College Park Science Academy which has no lacrosse team, one player attends Willis High School, and one player is only in 8th grade.  Per THSLL eligibility rules, players must play for the closest DII team which is Klein.  Joe stated that Klein is 12 miles further than the Woodlands and that would create a difficulty for the boys as far as time and traffic.  Dave Seale, Woodlands coach, polled the Houston D1 coaches. Seven out of 8 DI coaches approved of the waivers. The board’s discussion centered on fairness, the need to enforce eligibility rules, and  promote school based programs. After some discussion. Al made a motion to accept the waivers for one year. Waivers must be reviewed again next year. Patty seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Timian Waiver
The father of  a South Lake ISD student that attends a private school wanted a waiver for his son to play at Timian. Since the waiver request, the player has sent an email stating his desire to play for South Lake.  No waiver is needed.


North DI Coordinator, Rashad Devon
Al nominated Rashad Devoe as North DI Coordinator. Rashad has extensive lacrosse experience and is well known by area coaches. Rashad has no involvement with Plano West nor would his business present a conflict of interest. Al made a motion to accept Rashad’s nomination, Ric seconded. Rashad was approved unanimously.


Previous Board Minutes
The board minutes for Sept. 14 and Oct. 19th were approved unanimously.


All American Committee Member Elections
The committee members for the North , South and Central Districts have been set. Bill will follow up with John Beck, and Jay McCracken for the San Antonio District. Chris Peters organized the All American selections last year and did a great job.  A conference call will be held November 7 to elect a new U.S. Lacrosse Texas Area Chair. Nominees include Joe Donoghue, Jeremy Platt, and Mike Ormsby.  A suggestion was made to have the All American nominees named by their coaches the first half of the lacrosse season so that other coaches can watch these players and evaluate them before voting.


League Structure Committee
The Board has received responses from 29 out of 75 members polled. Nancy will send a reminder to teams to provide their input. Currently, there is no clear majority agreement on league direction. After Nov. 7, Ray will provide the names of members that have not  responded to the coordinators to follow up with in an effort to get input from everyone.


San Antonio District Request for financial support
A task force will be formed to discuss the financial needs of schools in San Antonio. Steve, Bill, and Ray will be on the task force and will send an email to get others involved in the process. No budgets have been received from the schools. Madison will move to DIII and La Vernia will be asked to do the same.


Committee Volunteers
THSLL is looking for volunteers for the League Development, League Structure, and Rules Sub-Committees. Derek Thompson has volunteered for several committees. Ray will send an email outlining the time commitment for those wanting to get involved.


DII District Championship Venue/State Championship Venue
Ray will like to start getting plans in place for the State Championships which will be held in the North. No host school has been determined. Strake has shown some interest. Joe will send an email asking for teams to submit proposal if they would like to host the event. Schools will be sent requirements that must be met to be considered. Requirements can be found in the THSLL Rulebook - Appendix G. Appendix H outlines the playoff structure. Al will work with Austin on the Super Regional. 


Website
The website discussion will be put on the agenda for next meeting. The most critical issue is the ability for Nancy to put games in the system. 


SWLOA and THSLL invoices will be sent to coordinators November 2.


Meeting adjourned at 8:42.

Upcoming Meetings

Nov. 1, Nov. 30, Dec. 14




